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All around the world... 
Colourhouse goes from strength to strength

Making an exhibition of ourselves...
White Light on show

Not a bard light...
MLC provide the VL1000 for the RSC Photographer: Chris Toulmin
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Don’t miss out on the FREE mousemat!

Have you got hold of this useful item yet?

The mousemat shows how to find our new base
and has all of the numbers and email addresses
you’ll ever need to contact members of the
White Light Group - and as it sits on your
desk, what could be more convenient? To get
your own mousemat, call us on
020 8254 4800
or email your request to
info@whitelightgroup.co.uk.

Earlier this year, once we'd recovered from our move,
we held an open day at our new Wimbledon base,
with food, wine and good company to entice
everyone to come and discover our new home for
themselves. It was a great success, with visitors
discovering just how easy it is to reach us by car,
train, bus, tube or tram.

Now, to celebrate the first anniversary of our move,
we're throwing our doors wide open again! Join us
on Thursday 12th September - the day after the
PLASA Show - from 1pm to 7pm, to see how
we've filled the space, to play with the latest
products, or just to socialise and gossip! For more
information, call us on 020 8254 4800 or visit
www.whitelight.ltd.uk/openday.

Come
again?

Pictures (clockwise)
The warehouse is busy with hires coming and going....
The vans now all have their new livery....
1000 Tiny Foggers now sold - see it at the openday........
Our new colour cutting service is open for business....
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It is almost impossible to summarise the
White Light Group's activities of the last
few months in a few pages, such has
been the range and scope of the
projects that Group members have
been involved with. Hopefully, though,
this latest edition of Into the Light! will
give you an idea!

Since moving all of the Group members together
under one roof in Wimbledon, south-west London,
last year, the White Light Group has gone from
strength to strength. 2001 into 2002 was a very
difficult time for the entertainment industry for
reasons that are well documented, and the effects
are still being felt today. Whilst we haven't been
completely unaffected, the White Light Group has
been able to consolidate the services it offers and
provide the level of service you and all of our
customers expect at an affordable price.

At Easter this year, we launched our e-commerce
web site, www.lxstore.com, which supplies lighting
consumables at the best possible prices (read more
about this on page 6); we have created our new
White Light Events division to look after our work in
the live events industry, and we have supplied a
record number of West End shows including the hit
musicals Chitty Chitty Bang Bang and The Full Monty.
The Autumn season is looking even busier!

White Light Sales has been equally busy, being
selected as the supplier of the two new theatres
opening this autumn: the Laban Centre and the new
Hampstead Theatre; more details of these projects,
and of White Light Sales' continuing success in
spreading Robert Juliat lanterns across the UK, can
be found on page 3.

The White Light Group's architectural lighting

specialist Enliten has provided both lighting fixtures
and control systems for a wide range of architectural
projects, including the widely acclaimed
Urbis Centre in Manchester; full details of Enliten's
ever-growing range of products are at
www.enliten.co.uk. The Service Company has also
been involved in the architectural world, adding the
design of electronics for architectural models to the
long list of services it provides; more information is
available from www.serviceco.com.

The Moving Light Company continues to be the
supplier of choice for lighting designers working on
a huge variety of projects because of the large and
diverse range of equipment it has available. This
stock now includes over fifty Martin Mac2000s, of
both the original and the new Performance model
with its built in framing shutters. Most recently, The
Moving Light Company has added the Vari-Lite
VL1000 to its stock, following the unit's success on
the Royal Shakespeare Company season at the
Roundhouse - about which you can read more on
page 7. This means that MLC can now offer three
models from Vari-Lite - the VL2202TM, VL2402TM and
VL1000TM - alongside equipment from Martin, High
End, Clay Paky, DHA and Amptown. 

The level of activity at our Wimbledon base has also
grown with the arrival of old friends who have chosen
to base themselves in our building - including
corporate event lighting design specialists
Rainmaker (who will now be using equipment from
Colourhouse for their projects; Colourhouse's
work is covered on pages 4 and 5), and sales
specialists Action Lighting.

Details of some of these projects can be found in the
following pages. Details of more projects, and the
very latest news from the White Light Group, can
always be found on the web - visit us at
www.whitelightgroup.co.uk or www.whitelight.ltd.uk

Two long-established London theatres
are currently creating new homes for
themselves - and both have chosen
White Light Sales as their principal
lighting suppliers. 

For the Laban Centre, we are supplying a rig based
around ETC and Robert Juliat equipment, including
twenty-four 1.2kW Juliat profile spots and fifty-eight
Juliat fresnels, plus around fifty ETC Source Fours of
various beam angles. We are also supplying fifty
Chroma-Q colour scrollers plus an assortment of
rigging, cabling and accessories.

For the new Hampstead Theatre, chief electrician
Greg Gould and production manager John Titcombe
have specified a comprehensive rig that mixes both
the latest conventional lighting (from ETC, Robert
Juliat and Strand with scrollers from Rainbow) and
automated equipment: two Strand Pirouettes and
two Vari-Lite VL1000s with framing shutters. Control
will be from Strand main and backup consoles,
complete with their SN110 nodes and iPaq handheld
remote. We are also providing internally wired bars,
cabling and a range of accessories; all of the
equipment for both venues will be prepared by White
Light to be ready-for-use upon delivery.

We are also involved with the theatrical-style
architectural lighting scheme for Hampstead,

supplying equipment from Light Projects, Igguzzini
and our architectural lighting specialist Enliten to
fulfill Robert Bryan's design.

Both theatres are due to re-open later this year, with
further information available at their respective web
sites; www.laban.co.uk and www.hampstead-
theatre.co.uk.

Robert Juliat Around The UK
In the eighteen months since White Light Sales
was appointed the UK distributor for the acclaimed
Robert Juliat range of lighting equipment, these
high-quality lanterns have attracted many new fans.

Chief amongst these is the National Theatre; as part
of the re-configuration of the Lyttelton Theatre for the
current Transformations season, lighting project
manager Mike Atkinson and the Lyttelton's head of
lighting Paul McLeish replaced many of the theatre's
older Strand Cadenzas with seventy-six Juliat 710SZ
2kW 10/25 degree zoom profiles, all fitted with
custom soft filter glass. The National selected the
lights as rugged workhorses capable of surviving
their intensive repetoire schedule.

A number of other theatres have selected Juliats as
their new followspots. The newly refurbished and re-
opened Theatre Royal in Stratford East has two
700W MSR Foxies, as does the Yvonne Arnaud
Theatre in Guildford. Elsewhere in Surrey the
Nomads, an amateur dramatic group who built their
own new theatre with Lottery funding, have
purchased a Foxie to add to their equipment stock.
Further afield, the Regent Theatre in Ipswich has
made 1200W HMI Korrigans its followspot of choice.

Full details of the Robert Juliat range - or
demonstrations of the products in action - can be
obtained by contacting White Light Sales; the
contact information can be found on the back page.

New lights
for new
theatres....

The White Light Group White Light Sales

www.laban.co.uk

www.hampstead-theatre.co.uk

White Light-
Talk about a
busy time...photography: origin8 design
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Colourhouse is the White Light Group's
specialist in conference and corporate
event lighting. Now in its third year of
business, Colourhouse has built up an
enormous portfolio of hugely successful
projects, and a roster of loyal clients.
The company's reputation for quality
results has seen it working not only in
the UK but far beyond these shores -
most recently as far away as Bermuda!

The Falcon Club
For lighting designer Tim Ball, this year was his fifth
as lighting designer for The Falcon Club's annual
convention. Previous years have seen the event held
in Bali, Jamaica and even on a cruise liner in the
Mediterranean. This year, it was Bermuda!

No stranger to dealing with challenges, for this show
Tim had to overcome a tight budget, limited freight
capacity on the charter aircraft used to ship
equipment to the show, the 120V line voltage and the
need for the rig to be adaptable enough to light both
a business meeting and a gala dinner with cabaret in
the same room. Because of all of this, he says that
"Colourhouse was the obvious choice!"

For the maximum punch from a small package, Tim
opted to use the Martin Mac300 washlight and
Mac250 spotlight alongside ETC Source Four
profiles fitted with Morpheus ColorFader colour
changers to provide a precisely-focused, colour-
changing coverage cut to the gauzes supplied by
set designer Mike Woodages.

To overcome the voltage difference from the UK,
Colourhouse turned to fellow Group member The
Moving Light Company, who built a special mains
distribution unit that provided cross-phase power for
Colourhouse's Fusion dimmers and 120V power

for the moving lights, colour changers and DMX
distribution. Tim notes that "MLC also prepared the
Macs to their usual high standards, all pre-
configured and pre-addressed for us." The rig
was controlled from one of Colourhouse's Avolites
Pearl desks.

"Everything worked flawlessly," recalls Tim, "even one
dimmer rack which took a bit of a hammering in
transit. Both M&E Supervision, the production
company, and the client were over the moon with the
end result."

BT Balls
Colourhouse were brought in by Richard Nowell
Sound Services on London's South Bank to light this
year's Balls, held in June at the company's research
establishment in Marlesham. "As always, BT was an
exacting and demanding client, having a lot of input
into the lighting design brief," recalls Colourhouse's
Cliff Williams. With the events held in a marquee,
Colourhouse had to deal with power supplies for
the lighting system and all other services, assisted

by Agrekko who supplied two 100kva generators.
Colourhouse also had to design a rig whose weight
was calculated to the last kilo and spread evenly
across its rigging points - while still being able to
light the event well!

Colourhouse also lit the wig-wam built outside the
main marquee to protect the barbecue area. "BT was
again adamant that all of the equipment and cabling
used should be as unobtrusive as possible," notes
Williams, "whilst still requiring that the area be
attractively and well lit." If proof of Colourhouse's
success were needed - beyond these photographs
of the event - it is that they have been asked to quote
to light more parties this autumn!

Oracle UK Partners Awards
"Ann Williams, Managing Director of Esprit Event
Production Ltd, doesn't mind how it is technically
achieved, so long as the resulting design is exactly

what she is looking for" is how Colourhouse's Steve
Bartlett describes the planning for the UK Partner
Awards held by software giant Oracle. "Her brief
required a minimum of twelve discrete lighting states
plus walk-in, dinner and video states. The easiest
route for us was to employ moving lights and
Colorfaders from the Moving Light Company
alongside Colourhouse's generic rig". 

The event was held at the Banqueting House in
Whitehall. "Being an important and historic building,
where Charles 1 was executed and with a ceiling
painted by Rubens, they are naturally very cautious
with the positioning of any equipment!"
Colourhouse opted to use the balcony which runs
around three sides of the room, although the nine
flights of steps up to it did make for a difficult get in! 

"At the end of a long day, all of the states were
achieved to Ann's satisfaction, and once again
Colourhouse ended up with a happy client".

Colourhouse and Rainmaker
Further proof - if it were needed - of Colourhouse's
growing reputation for providing the highest
standards of equipment and service comes with the
announcement of the new alliance with Rainmaker,
the leading conference and event lighting design
specialists.

Founded by Jim Hepplewhite and Paul O'Brien in
1988, Rainmaker has grown dramatically in the years
since, both designing and supplying equipment to a
wide range of events. However, both Hepplewhite
and O'Brien have now decided that they'd rather
specialise in lighting design rather than supplying
equipment. As a result of that, Colourhouse has
acquired Rainmaker's equipment stock, including
moving lights from Martin and High End and control
consoles from Avolites. Rainmaker will now use
Colourhouse to supply all of their projects.
Rainmaker has also re-located its offices from
Bolney in West Sussex to our building in Wimbledon.

Spreading our
good name all around

the world

Colourhouse
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White Light has been on the web for a
while, with the web sites of the various
Group members being useful sources of
information and news. Now you can
shop on-line too!

Accessible at www.lxstore.com, the new web site
allows you to purchase a variety of lighting
consumables including colour (from Lee, Rosco and
Gam), gobos (from DHA Lighting), lamps and a wide
selection of tapes. If you know exactly what you want
you can order straight away, otherwise you can
search for products by name or type, with useful
background material - such as details of gobo sizes
- also available. Payment can be by credit card or
on account.

For larger projects or more specialised orders the
team at White Light Sales do, of course, remain
available to help on 020 8254 4840, but if the
products you need are available on-line (and
LxStore's range of products is growing all the time)
- or even if you just need to order in a few moments
between rehearsals and don't have time to make a
phone call - why not give LxStore a go? And visit
often to catch the regular on-line special offers...

LxStore.com
- illuminating

the web

WL North
to North

West

Making an
exhibition of

ourselves

VL1000TM

Not a bard
light... 

LxStore.com White Light North White Light The Moving Light Company

White Light has been supplying the
Royal Shakespeare Company with the
latest lighting technology for some time,
notably the complex multiple-console
networked Strand control system
in Stratford, which was installed
and commissioned by The Service
Company, and tracking Studio Colors
supplied by The Moving Light Company.

For the RSC's recent London season at the
Roundhouse, they turned to The Moving Light
Company for an automated rig to help light the
shows. Hugh Vanstone, lighting one of the
productions, championed the VARI*LITE®VL1000TM

moving, colour-mixing, shuttering spotlight - and so
MLC supplied twelve of these units alongside Martin
Mac2000s and DHA Digital Beamlights. 

The RSC lighting team have become converts to the
VL1000TM, using the lights on the Haymarket Theatre
Royal season and at the Royal Shakespeare Theatre
and Swan Theatre in Stratford. Now MLC, too, have
been converted, and as part of their ongoing aim of
providing lighting designers with the tools they want
(-VL1000TMs have also been specified for Breath of
Life and Vincent in Brixton in the West End) they have
added VL1000TMs to their stock, alongside the
VL2202TM and VL2402TM spot- and wash-lights which
have already proved so popular. The VL1000TM offers
theatrical lighting designers just about everything
they might need in one versatile unit: movement, a
zoom lens, variable diffusion, five rotating and
indexing gobos, colour mixing and framing shutters
with a 1000W tungsten lamp.

Full details of the VL1000TM, and the rest of
the products in The Moving Light Company's
extensive stock, can be found on the MLC website,
www.moving-light.co.uk.

Museums are the latest visitor attraction
to decide to take advantage of the
power of theatrical lighting - and many
have chosen White Light to help them!

Back in 2001, the Imperial War Museum in London
installed a replica of the semi-detached house
featured in the Channel 4 series The 1940s House,
and called on lighting designer Alison Procter to
complete the natural feel of the exhibit using Source
Fours to wash the exterior with cool, night-time
gobos. Originally a short-term display, the 1940s
House has proved so popular that it has been
extended and the museum have bought the rig!

Across London at the Natural History Museum,
lighting designer Richard Johnson called on White
Light to supply Martin Mac250s, ETC Source Four
Jrs, and a control system from Artistic Licence for
the new Turbulent Landscapes exhibition. Johnson,
who has worked with White Light on dozens of
similar projects, was delighted with the end result
which has proved to be a big hit during the school
summer holidays.

Appropriately, we've also been involved with lighting
exhibits at the Theatre Museum, most recently for
the Taking Shape exhibition, where lighting designer
Phil Supple put a range of - perhaps aptly for a
museum - older equipment, including Strand
Preludes and CCT Silhouettes, to good use!

For many years, White Light North,
based in Sowerby Bridge, West
Yorkshire, has ensured that the full range
of White Light products and services is
available to those working in lighting in
the north of England and into Scotland.
Now White Light North has expanded
west - to Blackpool.

With the high level of lighting-related activity in the
town, it seemed logical to offer White Light's
services more directly to the area - so we have now
opened an office and showroom in Blackpool itself.
Headed by Jeff Demain, a familiar figure to anyone
who has visited White Light North, the Blackpool
branch has been very hectic over the last few weeks. 

They have been preparing fibre optic displays for
some North Blackpool tableaux, as part of the
illuminations, and this year's switch on is imminent.
The Winter Gardens has had a large dimming
installation recently - for the themed Victorian Bar.
The Metropole Hotel has a new lighting desk - by
Multiform, and the Council for Voluntary Services has
a new PA system. If you’re in town look them up at:

Photographer: Chris Toulmin

29 Queen Street, Blackpool FY1 1NL
and can be contacted by telephone on:

01253 626213.
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